bachter's statement asserted that " the initiative for the
meeting came from Herrn von Papen, the especial confidant
of the President of the Reich ".
While the Nazi Press bombarded the Chancellor, von
Papen flooded all those officers in the Reichswehr having,
property, or relations with property, with circular letters
informing them that their esteemed chief and Chancellor
intended to pursue a policy of agrarian Bolshevism.
Schleieher naturally protested at this attempt to suborn
the Army and asked the President for a declaration of
confidence, to be published in the Press.
Both Oskar von Hindenburg and von Papen advised
the President against such a course, as conditions were so
uncertain and were not capable of standing any further
tension, which would be caused by a Presidential announce-
ment such as Schleieher sought. So the Chancellor had
to be content with Hindenburg reminding him of their
deep friendship and assuring him that he would always
" stand by him as a faithful comrade"*
On the same evening von Papen and von Schleieher
met in the Herrenklub. Reproached with hob-nobbing
with Hitler and accused of sending the letters to officers
in the Reichswehr, by Schleicher, he denied both* As
answer the Chancellor drew two documents from his inner
pocket, a photo of the Nazi leader and von Papen meeting
in Cologne and a letter signed by von Papen addressed
to an officer In the Reichswehr. That did not worry Papen,
for he knew that in a few days his intrigues would bear
fruit, so he threw away another promise: " Kurt, please
believe me in the name of our old friendship and on my
word of honour as an officer and a man, when I swear
to you that I will never undertake nor sanction any move
against you or against any Government of which you are
the head."
In March, but two months later, the disillusioned
Schleieher said, when speaking of Papen's betrayal, " he
proved to be the kind of traitor beside whom Judas Iscariot
is a saint". Diamond cut diamond.
The result of von Papen's conspiracy soon began to
show* Six days after the Cologne meeting, Kalkreuth
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